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State	College,	PA	–	The	Commonwealth	Preven0on	Alliance	(CPA)	is	delighted	to	announce	the	
recogni0on	of	Jeff	Hanley,	our	esteemed	Execu0ve	Director,	as	the	Community	An0-Drug	
Coali0ons	of	America	(CADCA)	2024	Advocate	of	the	Year.	This	pres0gious	honor	is	bestowed	
upon	individuals	who	show	excep0onal	dedica0on	and	have	made	significant	strides	in	
advoca0ng	for	the	importance	of	substance	misuse	preven0on	and	community	health.	

Jeff	Hanley's	leadership	at	CPA	has	spearheaded	many	ini0a0ves	that	reduce	substance	misuse	
and	risk-related	behaviors	across	Pennsylvania.	His	journey	in	the	nonprofit	sector,	beginning	
with	his	post-graduate	role	at	the	American	Red	Cross,	through	his	impacPul	tenure	at	the	
Mercer	County	Behavioral	Health	Commission,	and	culmina0ng	in	his	current	role	at	CPA,	
showcases	a	steadfast	commitment	to	public	health	and	safety.	Jeff	and	his	wife,	Carrie,	who	
also	dedicates	her	career	to	public	health	in	Pennsylvania,	reside	in	State	College,	PA,	reflec0ng	
a	personal	and	professional	dedica0on	to	enhancing	community	well-being.	

Sue	Thau,	CADCA's	Public	Policy	Consultant,	remarked,	"Jeff's	been	our	go-to	person	for	
educa5ng	PA	members	of	the	House	and	Senate	on	every	important	issue	in	the	field.	He	was	
responsible	for	helping	us	educate		his	member	of	congress	who	is	the	chair	of	the	Agriculture	
CommiDee,	about	the	importance	of	closing	the	loophole	in	the	Hemp	Bill,	which	has	
uninten5onally	allowed	for	the	prolifera5on	of	synthe5c	and	semi-synthe5c	cannabinoids,	such	
as	delta-8	THC	and	delta-10	THC.”	

Hanley	shared	his	thoughts	on	advocacy	when	accep0ng	the	award:	"Preven5on	stands	as	our	
beacon	of	hope	in	tackling	the	challenges	posed	by	a	range	of	substances	and	for5fying	us	
against	future	threats.	For	real	change,	we	must	unify	our	preven5on	voices	to	advocate	for	
comprehensive	preven5on	plans	fueled	by	ample	funding	that	protect	our	most	vulnerable,	
especially	youth,	from	substance	and	mental	health	issues.	Only	then	can	we	ensure	the	
sustainability	of	evidence	and	research-based	preven5on	ini5a5ves,	safeguarding	our	
communi5es	for	future	genera5ons.”	

Kathy	Collier,	CPA's	Board	Chair,	added,	"Jeff's	leadership	and	dedica5on	to	the	cause	of	
substance	misuse	preven5on	is	inspiring.	His	ability	to	unite	diverse	groups	towards	a	common	
goal	has	propelled	CPA's	mission	forward	and	laid	a	founda5on	for	las5ng	change	within	
communi5es	across	Pennsylvania.	Jeff	embodies	the	spirit	of	true	advocacy,	reminding	us	all	
that	our	collec5ve	efforts	can	and	do	make	a	difference.	We	are	incredibly	proud	to	have	him	on	
our	team	and	look	forward	to	con5nuing	our	work	together.”	



CADCA,	the	organiza0on	conferring	this	award,	has	been	a	pivotal	force	in	substance	misuse	
preven0on,	represen0ng	over	5,000	community	coali0ons	across	the	United	States	and	in	more	
than	30	countries	globally.	CADCA's	model	emphasizes	the	power	of	community	coali0ons	to	
effect	change	and	prevent	substance	misuse	through	collabora0ve	efforts.	

The	Commonwealth	Preven0on	Alliance	remains	commi[ed	to	its	mission	of	suppor0ng	
preven0on	professionals	and	reducing	substance	misuse	across	Pennsylvania.	Through	our	
ongoing	efforts,	CPA	works	to	reimagine	preven0on,	advocate	for	equity	and	cri0cal	resources,	
and	share	best	and	promising	prac0ces.	

CPA	is	commi[ed	to	facilita0ng	thoughPul,	diverse,	and	innova0ve	spaces	through	which	
communi0es,	programs,	and	individuals	redefine	and	implement	preven0on	using	public	health	
frameworks.	Working	collabora0vely,	CPA	strengthens	the	local	capacity	to	promote	healthy	
rela0onships,	nurture	emo0onal	well-being,	prevent	substance	misuse,	and	lessen	interpersonal	
violence.	

“Advocacy	can	be	such	a	wild	ride,”	said	Hanley.	“It's	a	path	paved	with	small	victories,	a	couple	
of	significant	wins,	and,	of	course,	its	fair	share	of	disappointments.	Yet,	amidst	it	all,	what	
always	resonates	are	the	friendships	forged	and	the	stories	shared.	The	victories	we	achieve	in	
support	of	youth,	communi5es,	and	families	are	what	make	every	step	of	this	journey	
worthwhile.	I	am	immensely	grateful	to	the	Commonwealth	Preven5on	Alliance,	an	incredible	
statewide	non-profit	preven5on	organiza5on	that	has	been	championing	grassroots	preven5on	
efforts	for	over	45	years.	And,	most	importantly,	to	the	dedicated	preven5on	professionals	in	PA	
who	champion	this	cause	every	day.”	

Jeff	Hanley's	recogni0on	by	CADCA	as	the	2024	Advocate	of	the	Year	is	a	testament	to	the	
impacPul	work	being	done	in	Pennsylvania.	It	serves	as	an	inspira0on	for	con0nued	advocacy	
and	ac0on	in	substance	misuse	preven0on.	

Please	visit	CPA's	website	for	more	informa0on	about	the	Commonwealth	Preven0on	Alliance.	
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